On the 28th February, at 6 a.m., Mr Murray, house-surgeon to the Maternity Hospital, was summoned to visit Mrs Butler, tet. 22. The patient had not previously had an abortion; but two labours, both at the full time, and both unattended by hemorrhage or other complication. She was now seized with labour pains at the close of the six months of utero-gestation. On examination, Mr Murray found the os dilated, and distinguished a vertex presentation through the tense membranes. Shortly afterwards a six months' foetus and placenta were expelled.
The pains became slight, and no bleeding followed, but the uterus remained nearly as large as before ; and, on auscultation, the pulsations of a foetal heart and the uterine souffle were audible. On vaginal examination, there was palpable evidence of the presence of another foetus in utero. At 9 a.m., a large opiate was administered and strict quiet was enjoined, as it was supposed that the second child might be retained in utero, so as ultimately to become viable. At 11 a.m., the patient remained quiet, the pulse was full and good, and labour pains had not recurred. In the course of six weeks she was perfectly well.
